This Issue of the Journal
This issue of the journal contains five articles-three on topics for our classrooms, one on topics directly regarding industry, and one geared towards both. The articles in this issue tackle important topics that are wide ranging, from a longitudinal study of first year construction management student satisfaction to important student skills to team-based skills criteria to legal aspects of our industry to augmented reality systems. The following is a detailed breakdown of these topics.
Article one, called "Teaching First-year Construction Management Students: Lessons Learned from Student Satisfaction Surveys" by Sunindijo, is international in scope. The author examines first year undergraduate construction management students over six years regarding satisfaction. Results indicate five fundamental factors that need to be incorporated into the teaching environment for student satisfaction.
Next is "An Experimental Study of Instructional Pedagogies to Teach Math-Related Content Knowledge in Construction Management Education" by Lee, Lee, and Kovel. The authors tackle critical quantitative skills for instructional pedagogy in the construction management classroom, asking the question ""what is the most effective pedagogical approach to helping students master the most needed math skills for construction management?" Through an experimental study, findings suggest a learning approach for improved student performance in quantitative skills.
Article three is "Blending 'Fair Dinkum' into Group Assessment of Construction Students" by Olatunji. The work develops a quasi-experimental design study for a framework of peer assessment in group learning. The author uses principal component and scoring factor analysis to determine importance of assessment criteria; while all score relatively close to each other, some criteria rise to the top and others contain less significance for group learning. The work furthers research on the important role of team-based skill development.
"Analysis of Differing Site Condition (DSC) Litigation Reasoning Through Statistical Modeling" by Mahfouz, Dalyatov, and Kandil focuses on an important type of claim within the construction industry-Differing Site Conditions. The authors study 60 DSC cases in the State of New York, use content analysis for distilling legal concepts and then use statistical analysis to identify effects, associations and change due to the concepts. Findings will aid in the decision making process regarding future dispute resolution strategies.
Article five is titled "Integrating BIM and Panorama to Create a Semi-Augmented-Reality Experience of a Construction Site" by Gheisari et al. The authors attempt to create a simple system for construction personnel to access required information for a virtual environment. The study uses a case study of an augmented panorama environment to test the system on a renovation project and shows that the virtual reality experience is not significantly different than a pure augmented-reality setting.
2016 has been a successful year and 2017 is an exciting year ahead. As always, we will work to expand our influence internationally, continue to serve those who have gotten us here and maintain the asset that you have grown to expect, the International Journal of Construction Education and Research. 
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